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On April 22, people all across the United 
States and the globe commit to helping Mother 
Nature by celebrating Earth Day. It’s the perfect 
opportunity to focus on doing something positive for 
the planet. Incorporate the activities below into your 
Earth Day events, and encourage others to do what 
they can to improve the health of the environment.

1.  Go on a recycling road trip. Tour your local recycling 
facility to see where recyclables end up after you 
toss them into a bin. In addition to learning about 
the facility’s functions, make sure you ask the tour 
guide to speak about the many 
things recycled material can be 
turned into. 

2.  Send important messages 
with a poster contest. Create 
posters that follow the 
colors and shapes of traffic signs, but that have 
environmental messages. For example, one design 
could be a red octagon with “Stop Littering” in 
white. Have school administrators vote for their 
favorites, and hang posters throughout the school 
or your classroom for Earth Day.

3.  Grow trees with change. Organize a “change 
drive” to raise money to plant trees. Ask students, 
teachers, and staff to collect 
spare change from  
April 1-22. Donate the 
money raised to 
the tree-planting 
organization of 
your choice.

4.  Host environmentally 
friendly guest speakers. Reach out to local nature 
experts, such as meteorologists, state or national 
park rangers, gardeners, or organic farmers, and 
ask them to speak at your Earth Day event. See if 
they can bring fun “show and tell” items, such as 
fossils, plants, or tools they use to do their jobs.

5.  Get growing! Start an after-school garden club 
to teach others how to care for plants, trees, and 
flowers. Seek support from local plant nurseries or 
home and garden stores for plants and supplies.

6.  Set up a swap meet. Bring in toys, games, books, 
electronics, and other gently used items to trade 
with others. Explain that this is a way of reusing 
items and reducing trash, which is good for the 
environment.

7.  Voice your views. Write 
letters to local, state, 
and federal elected 
officials asking them 
to care for the Earth 
or to help solve a specific 
environmental problem. 

8.  Focus on feathered friends. Build simple bird 
feeders by stringing popcorn, cranberry, and 
grape garlands to hang in trees. You also can use 

pine cones rolled in peanut butter and then 
dipped in bird seed. Tie yarn 

around the top of the pine 
cone so you can fasten it to 
a branch.
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  9.  Pedal for the planet. Organize a group bicycle ride 
to encourage people to ride their bikes rather than 
drive. Work with local officials to determine the 
best location for 
the ride and 
to arrange 
the closure 
of any 
streets if 
necessary. 

10.  Seek out 
solutions to environmental problems in your 
neighborhood. Look for ways the environment 
is being hurt, such as litter in a nearby park, 
and write down your findings. Come up 
with suggestions to solve the problems, and 
write to your local elected officials with your 
recommendations.

11.   Work on ways to conserve 
water. Have an essay 
contest, and encourage 
participants to write about 
ways water is wasted and/
or polluted, and about 
how those problems 
can be solved. Submit 
the essays to a local 
newspaper the week before Earth Day, and ask 
that the best ones be printed in the paper.

12.  Make energy conservation poetic. Ask for 
submissions for poems that educate others about 
ways to save energy, such as turning off the 
lights every time you leave a room. Read the 
poems aloud in your classroom or on the school 
announcements.

13.  Get crafty 
to construct 
beneficial bugs 
in your ecosystem. 
Research insects native to your area to find out 
the roles they play, such as bees pollinating 
fruit trees. Use pipe 
cleaners, paper egg 
cartons, and paints to 
build the bugs that you 
learn about. 

14.  Go on a “Saving Energy 
Scavenger Hunt.” Walk around your school 
being mindful of how energy is used. Then, 
brainstorm as a classroom ways energy could 
be saved. Perhaps thermostats could be turned 
up a few degrees in warm months and turned 
down in colder months. Write down everyone’s 
suggestions, and present them to the principal. 

15.  Educate others about endangered animals. Have 
each student pick a different animal to research 
and then create a presentation about it. Allow 
students time to work on this project in the weeks 
leading up to Earth 
Day, and give their 
final presentation 
on April 20, the 
Friday before.
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